
 

 
A n i s h i n a a b e  A r t s  I n i t i a t i v e  

Supported by the  
Region 2 A rts Council   

with funding from the McKnight Foundation 
 

Program Gui del i nes &  A ppl i cat i on I nstruct i ons 
for the An ishinaabe Ar ts Initiative  

GR A N T S PR O G R A M  
Two A ppl i cati on Deadl i nes Thi s Year :   

FY 09 :  Oct ob er  1,  2 00 8 an d Mar ch  4 , 2 009 
Questions? Cal l    

Terr i  Widman, Executive Director 
Region 2 A rts Counci l  ¥  426 Bemidji Avenue 

Bemidji, MN  56601 
(218) 751-5447 or tol l free w i thin Region 2: 1-800-275-5447 

websi te:  r2arts.org     emai l:  r2arts@paulbunyan.net  

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The purpose of the Anishinaabe Arts Initiative (AAI) is to promote traditional and contemporary Native American 
arts in the region.  There are three categories of AAI grants available: 
 

(1) Individual Arti st Grants are made directly to Native American arti sts. Funds of up to $700 may be 
requested to assist an artist complete an artistic work or to take advantage of an opportunity. 

 
(2) School Residency Grants are awarded to a school for a Native American arti st-in-residence project. 

The school completes and submits the application.  Funds of up to $500 may be requested. 
 
(3) Community Project Grants are awarded to help an organization sponsor or produce an  arts project or 

event such as an arts workshop, a play, an exhibit, or a performance. The sponsoring organization 
completes and submits the application.  Funds of up to $1,200 may be requested. 

 
Assistance with your application is available from the director of the Region 2 Arts Council (R2AC) Terri 
Widman. Her position is part-time, so be sure to get your request for help in well ahead of the deadline date. You 
may also talk to one of the current AAI Board members: Thomas Buckanaga (444-7266), Dawn Goodwin (694-
3996), Douglas Lee (936-3100), Genny Lowry (335-7648), Bernice Mi tchell (335-8952), Audrey Thayer (444-
2285), Debra Warren (444-9848), and Delina White (659-2156). 
 
If you are applying to the October 1, 2008 grant deadline, your project must be completed by November 1, 2009. If  
you are applying to the March 4, 2009 grant deadline, your project must be completed by April 1, 2010.  

(Rev 7/29/08) 
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ARE YOU ELI GI BLE TO APPLY? 
 
(1) Individual Arti st Grants 
¥   A maximum of $700 can be requested. 
¥ An applicant must be a resident of the State of Minnesota and must have resided in or near the Region 2 area for 

at least one year prior to the deadline date of the application. The Region 2 area includes Beltrami, Clearwater, 
Hubbard, Lake of the Woods, and Mahnomen Counties. Nearby counties include Becker, Roseau, Itasca, and 
Cass counties. Artists must continue to reside in or near the Region 2 area for the duration of the grant project. 

¥ Applicants must meet the criteria of the 1990 American Indian Arts & Craft Act and are required to provide an 
enrollment copy or proof of eligibility as a descendant from a federally recognized tri be. 

¥ Applicants must be at least 18 years of age. 
¥ Applicants may not apply for funds to be used toward completion of a degree. 
¥ Artists who received an AAI Individual Artist Grant within the last year are not eligible to apply. 
¥ Artists who received a R2AC Individual Artist Grant within the last two years are not eligible to apply.  
¥ Artists who have violated past R2AC contractual agreements, such as failing to submit a timely and satisfactory   

Final Report form from a previous R2AC or AAI grant, are not eligible to apply. 
¥ Board members of the R2AC or the AAI and members of their immediate family are not eligible to apply for 

grants.  AAI Council Members are required to provide an enrollment copy or proof of eligibility as a descendant 
from a federally recognized tribe. 

 
(2) School Residency Grants 
¥ A maximum of $500 can be requested. 
¥ Any public or private school in or near the Region 2 area is eligible to apply. The Region 2 area includes 

Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake of the Woods, and Mahnomen Counties.  Nearby counties include Becker, 
Roseau, Itasca, and Cass counties. 

¥ The residency must signifi cantly involve a Native American artist(s). 
¥ Artists are to be paid a minimum of $125 per day. Schools must provide all art materials necessary for the 

residency, as well as travel, lodging, and meal expenses (if any) plus one-fi fth  of the artistÕs honorarium. AAI 
will contribute up to $500 in funds to pay for four-fi fths of the artistÕs honorarium. For example, if planning a 
fi ve-day residency, the artist would be paid a total of $625. The amount of $125 would be contributed by the 
school and $500 would be contributed by the AAI grant. 

 ¥Schools or Artists who received an AAI School Residency or AAI Individual Artist Grant within the last year are 
not eligible to apply. 

 
(3) Community Project Grants 
¥ A maximum of $1,200 can be requested. 
¥ Any community group or organization in or near the Region 2 area is eligible to apply. The Region 2 area 
includes Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake of the Woods, and Mahnomen Counties. Nearby counties include 
Becker, Roseau, Itasca, and Cass counties. 

¥ The project must include a signifi cant Native American artistic component. 
¥ Community groups or organizations who received an AAI Grant within the last year are not eligible to apply. 
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HOW TO APPLY 
 
Submit the application materials required below. Please keep a copy for your records; you will need to 
refer to it if we call you with any questions. Applications may not be faxed nor e-mailed.  
 
There are two deadline dates for you to choose from. Applications must be postmarked by October 
1, 2008 for the fall grants round, and by March 4, 2009 for the spr ing grants round. Applications 
MUST be postmarked by the deadline date, there will be NO EXCEPTIONS. You are responsible for 
determining how late your local post office will be open to cancel mail with the necessary date. If you 
prefer to deliver your application directly to the R2AC office, you may do so, however, it must be given 
directly to an R2AC office staff person by 4:00 p.m. of the deadline date. 
 

Mail applications to:  
Region 2 Ar ts Council  ¥ 426 Bemidj i Avenue ¥  Bemidj i, MN  56601 

 
APPLICATION MATERIALS THAT YOU NEED TO SEND IN 
 
(A) Individual Ar tist Grants   
 

 If you are applying as an individual artist, complete and submit the following materials: 
 

1. The Application Form and Project Budget Form included with these guidelines; or go to our 
website at www.r2arts.org to download this form. 

 
2. The RAC Data Collection form included with these guidelines; or go to our website at 

www.r2arts.org. to download this form. 
 
3. Ar tistÕs statement. This should be a personal and thoughtful page about yourself and  

 your art. The type of information you may want to include is: information on your artistic style, 
the ideas behind your art, your goals as an artist, what motivates you to do your art, a 
philosophical or historical context for your art, etc. Your artist statement should refer in some way 
to your proposed project.  

 
4. Ar tistÕs resume. Your resume may have a structured format, or it may be a less   

 formal narrative. It should describe any training or experiences that youÕve had in the arts. As an 
example, you can list any classes youÕve taken; list any studies youÕve had with another, more 
experienced artist; list any exhibitions where your work has been shown (the Ojibwe Art Expo, for 
example); list any special awards that youÕve received for your art; list places where your work is 
for sale; list pieces of your work that have been purchased. Please do not let a lack of exposure as 
an artist keep you from applying. 
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5. Project narrative. This narrative should clearly explain your project. It should relate to your 

goals as an artist. The narrative should include a time line for your project. If you are applying to 
the October 1, 2008 deadline, your project must be completed by November 1, 2009. if you are 
applying to the March 4, 2009 deadline, your project must be completed by April 1, 2010. 

 
6. Budget.  Two bids are required for materials, equipment and music production.  Written 

justification for choosing the higher bid is required. 
 
 7. Work samples.  (You may include a separate page which describes the work samples you 

submit.) 
¥ Visual artists:  Submit up to 12 images of your art work on a CD, slides or photographs.  
¥ Literary artists:  Submit up to 10 pages of poetry or prose. 
¥ Performers:  Submit up to 5 minutes of CD, cassette tape  or 1/2Ó videotape. 
 

 Note: If you wish your work samples returned, please include a return addressed and              
postage paid envelope.  

 
(B) School Residency Grants or Community Project Grants  

  Schools and organizations may apply for funds for Residency Grants or Community Project 
Grants. Complete and submit the following materials. 

 
1. The Application Form and Project Budget Form included with these guidelines; or go to our 

website at www.r2arts.org. to download these forms. 
 
2. The RAC Data Collection form included with these guidelines; or go to our website at 

www.r2arts.org. to download these forms. 
 
3. Resumes for all artists involved with the project. The resume may have a structured format, or it 

may be a less formal narrative. It should describe any training or experiences that the artist has had 
in the arts. As an example, the artist can list any classes taken; list any studies with another, more 
experienced artist; list any exhibitions where his/her work has been shown; list any special awards 
received for his/her art; list places where the work is for sale; list pieces of the work that have been 
purchased.  

 
4. Project narrative. This narrative should clearly explain the goals, activities, timeline, and 

location of your proposed project. Include the names of project directors, artists, teachers, and 
others who will be involved with the project. If your project involves a performance or exhibit, be 
sure to tell us when and where this will take place. 

 
 You must include information which will help us evaluate the ability of your school or 

organization to do the project that you are proposing. Tell us about other projects that your 
school/organization has successfully done; tell us about the qualifications of the people involved in 
this project, etc.  
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    You must also tell us how this proposed project will benefit your school, your organization, and/or 

your community.         

 
 If you are applying to the October 1, 2008 deadline, your project must be completed by November 

1, 2009. if you are applying to the March 4, 2009 deadline, your project must be completed by 
April 1, 2010.  

 
5. Budget.  Two bids are required for materials, equipment and music production.  Written 

justification for choosing the higher bid is required. 
 
6. Work samples.  You should include some type of work sample from each of the artists involved, 

so that the artistic merit of the project can be evaluated. 
 
 ¥ Visual artists:  Submit up to 12 images of the artist(s) work on a CD, slides or   photographs. 
 ¥ Literary artists:  Submit up to 10 pages of poetry or prose. 

¥ Performers:  Submit up to 5 minutes of a performance on a CD, or audiotape or 1/2Ó videotape. 
 
 Note: If you wish your work samples returned, please include a return addressed and  

 postage paid envelope.  
 

REVIEW PROCESS AND CRITERIA 
¥ The AAI Council meets approximately 4-6 weeks following the deadline date to review and            

award the grants.  It is allowable to begin a project prior to the award date with the understanding that 
the applicant may not receive the grant. 

 
¥ Applications will be received at the Region 2 Arts Council office and will be forwarded to  
 AAI Council members. AAI Council members will then meet to discuss the grant proposals  
 and to make awards. NOTE: Incomplete applications will not be reviewed for an award. 
 
¥ Grant review meetings are open to the public, however, no oral presentation, discussion, or            

statements will be allowed from the public during the meeting. 
 
¥ Conflict of Interest:   AAI Council members who have a conflict of interest with a grant application 

must declare that conflict of interest and abstain completely from discussion and voting during the 
review of that grant application. 

 
¥ Each application will be reviewed and scored using the following three criteria: 
 

(1) For all grant categories:  Artistic merit as demonstrated in the work samples submitted. (20 
points.) 

 
(2) For Individual Artist Grants:  Evidence of serious commitment to oneÕs art career as found 

in the artistÕs resume and artistÕs statement. (20 points.) 
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For School Residency Grants and Community Project Grants:  The ability of the applicant 
organization to accomplish the proposed project. (20 points.) 

 

(3) For Individual Artist Grants:  How well the project relates to the artistic growth of the 
applicant. (20 points.)  

  
For School Residency Grants and Community Project Grants:  How well the project benefits 
the school/community. (20 points.) 

 
¥ Awards will be made on the basis of numerical rank of each applicantÕs total score. Grant  
 money will be awarded in order from highest to lowest ranking until money is depleted.  
 Partial awards may be made. 
¥ All applicants will be notified within four weeks of the AAI Board review meeting. 
¥ The successful applicants will receive a Request for Payment form and a Grant Contract.  
 Both forms must be signed and returned to the Region 2 Arts Council within 30 days. 
 
IF YOU RECEIVE A GRANT AWARD 
 
You will sign a Grant Contract with the AAI and the Region 2 Arts Council which holds you to the 
following terms: 

1.  If you are applying to the October 1, 2008 deadline, your project must be completed by 
November 1, 2009. If you are applying to the March 4, 2009 deadline, your project must be 
completed by April 1, 2010.  

 
 The project must be in compliance with the proposed project narrative, budget, and timeline, 

as submitted in your grant application materials. Any significant changes must be approved 
by the Region 2 Arts Council in advance. 

 
2.  The following credit line must appear on all printed materials and any publicity related to 

the proposed project:  
 

ÒThis activity is made possible, in part, by the Anishinaabe Arts Initiative through 
support from the Region 2 Ar ts Council and with funding from the McKnight 
Foundation.Ó 

 
3.  Within 45 days after completion of the proposed project, a Final Report, consisting of a 

narrative and budget, must be submitted to Region 2 Arts Council on forms which Region 2 
Arts Council will provide.  

 
4.  You are legally responsible for the completion of the proposed project plan and for the 

proper management of the grant funds. 
 
5. The Region 2 Arts Council may conduct random spot audits or project evaluations of grant 

recipients. In the case of an audit or a project evaluation, the Region 2 Arts Council shall 
have access to all books, documents, papers, and records related to the proposed project. 
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You must retain such records for a period of three years following submission of the Final 
Report. 

 

6. In the event that you cannot complete your proposed project, the Region 2 Arts Council may 
require that you return part or all of your grant award. 

 

7.  Individual Artist Grants are intended to support artists who have made a commitment to 
living and producing in or nearby the geographical boundaries of Region 2. The Region 2 
area includes Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake of the Woods, and Mahnomen Counties. 
Nearby counties include Becker, Roseau, Itasca, and Cass counties. If you move out of the 
area before your proposed project is completed, the Region 2 Arts Council may require that 
you return part or all of your grant award.  

 
Non-compliance with terms of the Grant Contract will be just cause for the grantee returning the entire 
grant award back to the Region 2 Arts Council, as well as for being ruled ineligible for future Region 2 
Arts Council and Anishinaabe Arts Initiative grants. 
 
Region 2 Arts Council may terminate a Grant Contract at any time upon failure of the grantee to comply 
with one or more of the conditions of the Grant Contract. The Grant Contract may be terminated by 
mutual written agreement of the Region 2 Arts Council and the grantee. If termination occurs after funds 
have been distributed to the grantee, the entire amount of the grant award must be returned to the Region 
2 Arts Council. 
 
RECEIPT OF AWARD 
 
A check for 80% of the grant award will be sent to the grantee upon receipt of the Request for Payment 
and the Grant Contract between AAI and the grantee. The remaining 20% will be sent upon the timely 
receipt of an acceptable Final Report. Schools and established organizations may received 100% of the 
grant award up front. 
 
APPEALS 
 
Any applicant who can show cause that established grant review procedures were not followed on their 
grant request may file an appeal. Appeals must be based on alleged procedural errors. Appeals based on 
judgments of artistic merit, commitment or ability to accomplish the project will not be heard.  Applicant 
can only appeal their own grant for procedural errors. 
 
Appellants must submit a formal letter of appeal to the Executive Director of the Region 2 Arts Council 
stating the reason(s) for the appeal. Letters of appeal must be received within 10 days of written 
notification of the AAI BoardÕs decision on the original application. 
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ANISHINAABE ARTS INITIATIVE 
Supported by the Region 2 A rts Council   

with funding from the McKnight Foundation 

        For off ice use only. 
 APPLICATION FORM    Date postmarked:  

        Date Received: 
       Amount Awarded: 
 
Applicant!s name: 
 
Mailing Address:   
 
Street Address:       Email:_______________________________ 
 
City:     State:  Zip:   County: 
 
Phone/Day: Eve: Social Security #: 
 
 $ Grant amount that you are requesting  
Project starting date:       Project completion date: 
    
Give a brief, one sentence descript ion of your proposed project: 
 
 
 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST Check off each item to be sure that you have enclosed it: 
Check the one category in which ___   Application Form (Do NOT staple your documents.)  
 you are applying:   ___   Copy of enrollment or proof of eligibility as a descendant from a 
    federally recognized tribe. 
    ___  Project Narrative 
    ___  Artist Statement (For those applying in the Individual Artist Category only.) 
    ___  Resume(s) 
    ___  Budget Form    

    ___  Work Samples 
    ___  RAC Data Collection Form  
ÒMy signature below cer tifies that I  meet all of the eligibility requirements listed on Page 2 of the Program 
Guidelines, and that all of the information contained in my application mater ials is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge.Ó  You can download the application form from our website (www.r2arts.org).  Remember  to 
download the RAC Data Form.  I t is a separate document.                       
 

Signature:        Date: 
 

Pr inted name: 
 

Title: 
Ma i l  al l  appl ication materials to:  Regi on 2 A rts Counci l  ¥  426 Bemidj i  Ave. ¥ Bemidj i  MN   56601 

Individual Artist 

School Residency 

Community Event 

Application Deadlines: October 1, 2008 
& March 4, 2009 
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PROJECT BUDGET FORM       AAI  App. - Page 9 (6/06) 
Clear ly descr ibe each i tem. Show calculations for your figures.  

  

Round al l figures to the nearest $5.00.         
  
 
NOTE:  Tw o bids requi red (see Budget pages 4 &  5) 
 
 
 
 
1. Fees, honoraria, contracted labor: 
 (2 bids required for music production) $ $ 
 
 
 
2. Expenses: M ileage, lodging, meals  
 
 
 
 
3. Publ icity, printing, advertising  
   
 
 
 
4. Supplies, materials, or equipment  (2 bids required) 
 
 
  
 
 
5. Other  (Describe): 
 
 
        
  
   
 6.   TOTALS: $ $ 
 (Add Lines 1 through 5.) Cash Needed    Donated  
 

  7. $  Cash that I  wi ll  contribute to the project, if  any.   Do NOT l ist items from the                     
  ÒDonatedÓ Column.  (For Residencies, l ist the cash that the school wil l 
  contribute to the project.  For  Community  Projects, l ist the cash that the 
  sponsoring organization wi ll  contribute to the project.) 
 
8. $ Cash for my project that wi ll  come from other sources, if any.  
  List sources and amounts: 
  
9. $ Cash Match (Add Lines 7 and 8). 
 
 
10.  $   M y Grant Request   ( = Line 6 ÒCash NeededÓ minus Line 9 ÒCash MatchÓ). 
  For  Grant Request limits, see page 2. 

Amount of  cash 
necessary to do my 

project. 

D ON A TED  Cash value 
(not cash i tsel f ) of  servi ces 

or i tems donated to my 
project: (NOTE: List actual 
cash contr ibutions on l ine 7 

or l ine 8, not here.) 


